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As Paul pivots away from the very extended thanksgiving section of this letter here at
4:1 he moves from reminding them about the past to calling them live for Christ right
now in the present.

R4 RBES BRI BOEBETS - (IHRRIMIB: - JITBMRESA
BE -

And the heart of his admonition to the Thessalonians is to “Adorn the Gospel.”

SEFHIFHZOME MEREEMLE)

That ethical call to the believer to adorn the gospel is located in the command to
“excel still more!”

BEREREECNERTRURG<SH TEEMLE) |7

Paul says, “you’ve made a great start, but the finish line is a long way away --- so
keep sprinting!”

REER © "RELRR 7T —ERIFHNFRE - ERXRMGERRRNIEEE-FIN » #EFH
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The purpose of our text is to convince all believers of their duty to adorn the gospel by
abounding more.

SRNEXNENZEZRRAABNGEEMMANSE  MEREUESHNAAREREES

| want to expound our text this morning from the perspective of adorning the gospel and
| will make 3 points:

SREN MERTHE) NARREAIKMINES > BiRRH =R

e The gospel basis of the command E &M i HI1E S B2
e The ethical substance of the command E1EH P AVEEAE
e The sovereign authority of the command S 18 &5 BN I 1

FELHRE -
Let’s begin with...
l. The gospel basis of the command

EEATmHNESER
Verse 1: Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as

you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as
you actually do walk), that you excel still more.

=~

B—E1: TRRF > BIERRER - HAIEZEEEKRIRF ~ BRFI > (RPIEEARR T HFIRY
el > XBZERT > AIMEIHIEIR - MBERIRFBEREFTITAY > EANRED -

| want to seize on the word “then” (therefore) because it signals connection to the
prior context in Thessalonians and the connection is two-fold: near and far.

WRIME T A (Ri) BET > RATER T HAEENRE - It A2 8B
& : EAORIARIEAO RIS -

We will begin with the first...
A. Near context V& &

We connect to the near context by reaching 3:12: may the Lord cause you to increase
and abound in love for one another, and for all people, just as we also do for you.

W3N2E A AEEMEEIRANER - N2 RELAGMAARG e £RRAY
o AEEE S AR R KRMARKIA—4E




We note that itis... FK{fSTIERER. ..
1-a specific call v12 $5BIHINED 5E1280

Paul calls believer to “love another” and “all people” and qualifies that call with the
words increase and abound.

RETAEEE MRIEE) T T8RA) HEHA NER) M T2 KitEEra

The words “increase” and “abound” are synonymous and both speak of richness and
abundance.

NER M TRE) RMERERT - HBRISEMKE
The idea is that Paul is seeking an overflowing love.
REZRPNBIZZE - —Emia L RKE

But we note that call comes with ... BT =ERERETE 2EREE
3-a gospel emphasis 15 = #) BT 2

We find the gospel connection in Paul appeal to the Lord to give what is commanded
v12: may the Lord cause you to increase and abound.

HAFIEIRRERN < P REEZT RS - th2OERHITREERS TAY > 12605 : TRRE
{EIRERK - EEl

The ethical “increase” can only come from the Lord!
BELN MER) REEMEMIRA !

Only the Lord can give what He commands.
REXTAEBGREMGLHN

In order for us to love ourselves less and God and our neighbor more we need
grace; we need the help of Christ.

STEEZERFMECED > NIEHNRMANSEES > BAIFEERH  BfIFEEEENE
B o

The Lord must CAUSE us to increase and abound.

FLABEREM TBRANTER

The point is that | cannot live up to the calling of the gospel without the grace of God in
providing it!
ENR  REENEARHGRMAEL  RMREBLEINETTENEREEN ,




We must keep it clear in our thinking that Paul having expounded the gospel is not
now tacking on a legalistic standard to it since it flows from and is grounded in the
prior experience of gospel grace.

B4 RBERHNNE RECERATHES  BETRERLES L—RAEZNEE | &
ARERHERVNEVELENET ZHNER L,

That brings us not the.. . BIEKMFE TEENE =R
B. Far context

To think about this “far context” we turn to consider Paul’s prior gospel proclamation
in 1 Thessalonians.

ERRBARER 'EENER.) RMABZZRIGEANBER NN SN HARANES

The text that stands out here is 1 Thessalonians 1:5 which testifies to
Thessalonian experience of grace.

MEEHRIAE SR © MERI1:5 , IEEIAE R T B VR

Verse 5: for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the
Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of men, we proved to be
among you for your sake.

F1:5808 © TAARMNESERRME  FEEFSE > WEFEAENEE IR
BRSO © 1

The key words here “our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power
and in the Holy Spirit....”

EEEENATE . "HRANEIERRFIIE  FBEFSE  hEFREENEE,

Paul says the “gospel” came to the Thessalonians “in power” and “in the Holy Spirit.”

RER . "RE TE2meT. W TEEHR, BIMBERY .

He is literally saying the gospel came to them “by means of power and by means of
the Holy Spirit.”
L EENR  FEEEMMNR "EiBEE, N "TEREE

The word “power” is significant because it accounts for the whole conversion
experience.
T, BR—EEENF  RATARTEE "EHNEE, WEE,

Paul says that the word of God came not in “word only” but also in power.

RAER "L BR , TR TEEREXF. EEE "H#.




The gospel didn’t come as a dead letter, it came with power.

BETREE—HENE  cHIREFE "#He. B

The reason why they have been saved is because the gospel came in “power.”

MEEERNER , REABRERTE "#it. REW,

But then we take up the next clause “and in the Holy Spirit.”

BR 6K EMRETENY T "EEEF

It is important for us to note the conjunction “and” since it joins “power” and “Holy
Spirit.”

EENR  BEXRIEENERA "My L RATIE "Ha, M TEE, EEE i,

The fact that Paul joins these 2 elements together indicates that he is explaining the
meaning of “power.”

RELCEMETREREE—E , KTtREEBMTER "#it, R

The reason why the gospel did not come in word only but also in power is because it
came in the Holy Spirit who drove the message home to the hearts of the
Thessalonians.

RITERERBEFITED A MEEEEH#RTEINEER RRTEREEESRK
3, BERLEASSR THHERMAN O,

It was because of the Holy Spirit’s work that the word sunk into their hearts and
minds and led them to consciously embrace Christ in the gospel.

RAREENTH  £Fa7BEAMLPMEBAS  SFtMESSERSTPHIE
B

So the reason the Thessalonians stand in grace is because the Holy Spirit brought
the word home to their hearts in His power and grace.

FREL, iR AR ENATEREYS  RRAEEZFZMNEENBRAREFTHEET
By /O

So what we have done is reach for both the near and far context of 1 Thessalonians 4:1
to establish gospel basis of the ethical caIIing presented here.

BEMRECKHRI TimER N & RENARENRENESR  BUTEREEW
Eﬂg*ﬁ Egﬁo

And the point of it all was to establish the claim that believers who have received the
sovereign and saving grace of Christ must seek to by God’s help to bring forth its ethical
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fruit in their lives-- to increase and abound in love for one another so that their hearts
may be established without blame in holiness before our God and Father

ERMNENRERY —ERR . FRECERZ TEEERNEHNKE  LAEREE
HNEE , FEMNEEPFHEEELNRF—AERUMEEFERNEE , ARt
PN OERMNENRRER , TARBRREEERPHEL.

It is that experience of grace which now forms the basis of the ethical call to adorn the

REEERHANEE 6 BREFREREENFANER K EEFTEMLE,

So let's move onto see.. BERMEREE %

. The ethical substance of the command — “abound more”

B EEWMGHNERLE- "EXE.

The language is fairly simple and easy to understand so we won’t spend too much
time here --- just enough to grasp the substance and then we will settle in on our next
point which is about the sovereignty of the command.

EENAZERREEN , REHAN. i, BERFTEEEERASHRE---REER
BRET , ARBEMEET—EER  BR  AoNEREZE,

Paul says “excel still more."{R7ER : "E N E/5LE .

The word “excel” (perisseud) means to be in abundance, to abound, to cause to be
more. "HE, EEFNERR "2E, A FEEMEE

The word “more” intensifies the verbal action of abounding---- such that they are not
just to “abound” —they are to “abound more and more.”

"B, R—EBANEETH—TER "2F. = THRBEE

Paul's objective for the believer is to never stand still or rest on our laurels—it is to
reach for more and to tirelessly strive for excellence.

RENENRECEBHTEURESD , AEFAMIRES
ERESNERERE

MREERES , THE

This is an ethical demand of the highest common denominator— not the lowest.
Er—EEEERERSNHEEH TRERER

And when we read of this calling in connection with the Thessalonians it is all the
more striking since Paul has spent so much time_speaking of their start in the
Christian life with such glowing terms.




ERMRIEETE , EBBERUHEN ANBRNER , BRIFEELIEN , RAR
B TRZKE , AELRENRAE  KEwMHEEEEESTHRS

But instead of telling them they have arrived—he says they have just begun—they
must abound more.

bR B/ S CEER T —a R ERIBIES

b L AE ML,

They must forget what is behind and race toward what is lies before them which is the
upward call of God in Christ.

IS ASRKRER , SHENNERER , R EEEENR LRNFE,

| love how Heidelberg Catechism Q114 deals with this: can those who are converted
to God keep these commandments perfectly? (Q114)

BREHEEEEERE14BRMARERN  BLEFOHNARHTEETELHHLE ?

The answer of the Heidelberg is as concise as it is grimly realistic: NO, even the
holiest of men in this life have SMALL beginnings of this obedience.

BRENOZERFEHEN , BEERN T, EZEREZNANESD , HRE—1E
NEER

It is so plain and clear that we simply cannot and will not reach the goal!
FRL, SEEREMNBEN , RMxTeEE W FEINEF,

But then we remember that is not where Q114 ends as it goes on to say: yet so with
earnest purpose they begin to live not only according to some, but according to all the
commandments of God.

B2, RAXNE , BAR214ENERE , CRER : tMIEEEHER , RTERIFEL
Man , LREGFI AP FRELEE.

This people of God is precisely what Paul means by “excell still more”: we are to
relentlessly aim at the increase which God’s commands even though we will never
reach it.

HWEYE  EERRERMN "EEMEE, NER  BAESENZReNaSRE B
ERMKETEER,

Because we have tasted and experienced grace we are called to abound in duty.

AA , RAEKES , YEREIRA , KMRETEEEAELE.

But to impress the force of this call upon our hearts, let’ move on to see...
II. The sovereign authority of the command

7
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Verse 1: Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as
you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as
you actually do walk), that you excel still more

B—E1: TRRM > BIERRER - HAIEZEEERIRF ~ #BRFI > RPIEEARR T HFIRY
6l > XBZERT > AIMEIHIEIR - MBRIRFBEREFTE > BNEE -

We start then with the...
A. Words of appeal 55RE5E

1-verbs of appeal F&RH B

a-request /7R

The word for “request” (erotoa) is a bit more forceful than it sounds in English since it
really means something like “urge.”

"R, EREFLEIXBERERERNE , RACEENERR TER/AEIUER,

| can request something all day long and someone may not pay attention to me but if |
“‘urge” someone to do something they just might spring into action.

BASBXEGBER , ABHFAEEERRN , ERMREK "ER  BAUEXR, EAEME
R MR IREEETE.

That is the sense here: | urge you.
E r-klfll-{faJ EL@EIJA_AA.,\O

But Paul adds to it... {E2REMLET
b-exhort Z1¢r{M

The word “exhort” (parakaled) is a bit stronger then “urge” since it means to ask for
earnestly, to plead.

T#, EE=E , kb Tk, EMZINZE  FACWEER . "TERMER, "T#K,

The word expresses persuasive force in that it communicates the sense of “‘winning
over.’

BEFRRT THHkN) > HPRED TRBR ER -

To “exhort” is to admonish with urgency and seriousness but not harshness.

8



g, 2 "TEHYMBENEH, EFR "BREN.

So 2 verbs are used in combination to communicate urgency and weightiness but
not sharpness.

PREL, MEBFABSER , KET EYNEE, BFRRHNEE

But now notice the... (ERIBEZFEFZRNOEN . "EFXEHESE,

2-mode of appeal “in the Lord Jesus Christ”

The request and exhortation is “in the Lord Jesus Christ.”

ARNEER "EXHREEE,

By qualifying the request and exhortation with “in the Lord Jesus Christ” --- highlights
the authority of the appeal.

EFRNBEREE "THHRESZE,

SRR T SRR AVIE

IT does not come from a mere pastor or elder or even an apostle--- the call abound
more and adorn the gospel flows from divine authority.
- B8

"

Now let’s take up the.. . ZBERFIZRE "EE,
B. Words of duty

Verse 1: that as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and
please God (just as you actually do walk)

MRFIEEZARR T BAMIROEGEN - AEZ BT » JURIHNER - MERIRFIREMITA

We need to be persuaded that Paul proclaims... ZfIEEHRR , REEESHRMEL

E MEERIT
a-a word of duty: how you ought to walk

This word for “ought” (dei) means should, ought, a necessity.
raJ Elg%m'EE\?EE . J@»a y LIZ\Z )

The force of the term is to speak of binding duty.;EEF# HERBRHRENZ(E,

That leads us to think of the specific...iE ER MRS EM



b-duties prescribed & ER X{E

We see the specific moral duties prescribed: how you ought to walk and please God.
(present tense)

EMEIEEEEN B EEREMR . "RRARBEMERT,

We take up the first word.. EKFIREE—EZFE : "7,
-1-walk "7,

This word for “walk” (peripated) is used metaphorically to refer to moral behavior and
conduct.

T, R—EBLENGE , AREERTANKRE,

The call to “walk” is a call to action; it is to say to the believer that words and
professions are meaningless that are not confirmed by conduct.

T, WHFERTENIHE  ERHERER , IRRAEBITA , EOABNRARER
;U

Henry puts it like this: the design of the gospel is to teach men not only what they
should believe, but also how they ought to live...the apostle taught them how to
walk, not how to talk.

EASRISEEY : TESNRT  EEREATEARZAEAE  mERELMRD
AEE . FERAEMPENAT , TTEENAR, |

“Walk” is about righteous moral action. "7, 283 T ASMEETH

The next term is related... TE—EBR&FZE "5THHNEIR,
-2-please God "FfHEIR

Here in this word “please” we have the ultimate ground and basis for obedience.

B, EETE R RIER.

The deepest motive of obedience is a heart-felt and sincere desire to please the Lord.

IERR SRRV B R — O ERBMERNBRLEENHER.

And that “pleasing” is a pleasing of genuine obedience to God by faith.

¥ H,EE "FHER, R-—EBEFOFEENIERE.

10



Here then in these 2 words, “walking” and “pleasing,” we have a summary of the moral
obligation of the believer.

BE, EENMEF "7, "HER. K BEATUREAEHERLNERE.

What they have received as authoritative instruction is that they are duty bound to
walk uprightly to please the Lord by obeying His commandments.

FEEAZERERNAEHME  MIAEFETSEE , HEER | IRREHHS,

And just as a word of encouragement and reinforcement, you will notice the
parenthesis here in verse 1: (just as you actually do walk).

EEE - IRBNRENEE , REIFE-EERR . "RIRMIREMTH.

Paul makes it clear that the message had already gotten through; they had understood
the call to duty and were seeking to respond to it; they knew they had been called to
righteous moral action.

REBENRAT , FRELHERT ; fISEHATHENER , MESEERNE
T ; tefINEafERETEERLRNERTE

So far we have seen the words of duty and the appeal to duty, now let's move on to see
the 3 element of the sovereign authority of the command...

RMEMEEEET TEANER, N (EANER,  REBERFARERAMRNHG
ME=ERE

C. Words of command it S E R

Verse 2: For you know what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord
Jesus.

B T2 AR AR A R A AR AR AR P L A L.

The word “commandments” is plural so it speaks of multiple commands not just a
general summary but a set of specific duties.

"l EEFREHN  AURBIFZHMS , TER—RMUNRE MR —E15
HEE.

And this word “command” (parangelia) is a word which strikes a powerful note of
authority; it is used in military contexts of orders given by superiors to subordinates.

"W, EEF  REHEAIZIER  ERFHAEEFERNER , B LRES
%ETE@HDT‘
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Paul says that they know of the commandments they received which were “by the
authority of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

RESR  ANEELHDRE HEINREENER, AMEZN,

Paul is tracing the authority of the commandments not to the apostles or to the church
but to Christ!

REREEHEBEMNTE , TREBRERE  tFRHARHE K MERHEREE,

The commandments are of the Lord therefore they are of sovereign authority.

ELMamREN , RitMEAERMEAER.

The call to adorn the gospel by “excelling more” was from Christ Himself.

EFETEHENFERHAREEHAD

The command is given to those who have experienced grace, it is a simple and clear
call to abound more, and it flows from Christ’s divine and sovereign authority.

W RIGBLEREEEIZHNAN  ER—EHENFRENFEEEHE , YATRR
BREENHENERIENER,

People of God we know what Jesus Christ has called us to---it is very clear—we are
called to adorn the gospel by abounding more in righteous obedience to Christ.

#HEYE  AMANENREEFERMABEFTE—FERFE—HEMET R EXRESE
Hee , ERENIEREE LEEE

HEH :
Well let's conclude by way of... R FI1E— Bk

IV.  Application M

In his very excellent article, John Murray, the late professor of systematic theology at
Westminster Seminary wrote an article entitled “Adorning the Gospel” and as he
introduced his article he said he was convinced of 2 things: 1) how difficult the subject
is and 2) how far short we come in adorning the gospel.

E-RAHNNES , VWHEE  ARNIEHEREHNRRBELR , ATERNE
B EEEEHe. . RN EERXENRE , ttRbEEMH4SE  F— , EEXE
AET Uk, E5Z  BABREREEELECEZETR

As we bring our message to conclusion having examined the call to adorn the

gospel, | think we can admit John Murray was on to something: it is difficult and we
fall far short of it.
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HEZEERTELBNNEZR , BRAZARMNESFEER. RERFTLEREN
HEIMRNNEALER . SEEAHT  BEMNEEENNET.

The problem with the call to adorning the gospel is not that it is hard to understand —
its easy to understand --- its just hard to fulfill.

BER: "EFEFTELe) NFAXTREUAONSE , REZEEN
B RN

RREEEH

So | thought it would be useful for us to conclude by thinking about motives to obeying
this call in order to strengthen us to commit ourselves to this task.

AREL , BBRMINVERERZBRIERERTANDH , TURERF , HERITHHKR
Ao

And it seems to me that there are 3 main motives to obedience located here in our
text: knowledge, authority, and gospel grace.

BERAEERMEETENIERNBHE  ERMANEXS : AF , B, NESTHEH

Let’s take up the first motive...
A. Knowledge A&

We know what it means to adorn the gospel; it means that we are under divine
obligation to excel still more at walking and pleasing God.

EfAE "ERTELEE) RTEER. eNEEARRE  BMEHENSEE®R "TH
oM TRHER, LEEHE,

One of the primary and essential requirements for doing anything well is having a
clear knowledge of what we are supposed to do.

BEEMEHMET  EF—EAXENEEZNRAERE  ERRMABMHSE , BREHANE

A challenge to do anything well is having to figure things out as you go.

BEEMEHMFN—ERERR  #RMHERFHARERNE

The entry point to fulfilling this calling then is to have this spoken into our ears again
and again.

EHRER , EEREAFENIARMRE  CEAFHRMNEXEEXEER/NR
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And we don’t just know the bare meaning of the command, we know what it looks like
in practice and action because Paul’s testimony about the Thessalonians scattered
over the first part of the letter illustrates what it looks like.

tE, RATEREMESERS FRRNEE  MERERNGD L ABEL(tES
B RARBEHHBEAHENANRE  SHEEHEENE —BIE , EHRMS
ERHOEE |

Remember how Paul opens this great letter: We give thanks to God always for all of
you, making mention of you in our prayers; 3 constantly bearing in mind your work of
faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the
presence of our God and Father. (1:2-3)

B FRENCURRE —FEANEER? 12 BAAMRPARAEERSH  BEr0E
22/ {F > 3 FEMEMNRER] » NMERESIRFIRE OB TR - REOFRREY5S
& AR ERMEMRHREEMRFHOZMN -1 (14R11:2-3)

By prefacing the testimony of the Thessalonian’s lifestyle with words of thanks to God
he places his seal and approbation upon what follows in verse.

HiaWmBRBEUAENANEEAAMERNFESAT , AH@RHNFTT , 7T THRE
STHYE EDFFER

Notice the 3 things he highlights: #5838 7 = #4515 :

e Work of faith {5/0FT A Th <
e Labor of love BUFIZHEE
e Steadfastness of hope in the Lord £ X F I EHERE

This is what it looks like to excel still more!
ERe TEmEe, NER

People of God, on Paul’s own testimony, they are already walking and pleasing
God—and these things which he highlights illustrate what walking and pleasing God
looks like.

HNEY  EREHCHREED , afISETHRT  LAFHNER
MERE  RATHER "THR, M TFHENER.

IS g T T

So Paul is not asking them to do something different, he is calling them to double
down on what they have already begun to do and excel more!

14



FRELBERBHAEZHTIRNER , tF A NEsZMefEERnEMnE =4,
I B 340 € A9 4

We know what it looks like to excel still more.

ERMEFER "EmHe,

Knowledge is a motive to adorning the gospel === and we know what it looks like in
practical terms.

"HFEL R—E "EEEEHE) NBE  BRAENE  ZEERLTHNRAERT

We need to ask ourselves today: How can we apply this call?

SR, BEMNTEFRMECHRE  RMIMATERERATA

e How can we abound more in works of faith? R HAEE LN R LEHE ?

e How can labor in love more for others? MMM BMAEE LR EZEE ?
e How can | become a better example of Christ’s grace to others by bearing the fruit

of the gospel? M MAIRAMATEEN BHRPNEFHNER  GHEIHNRT

The next motive is... T —{EE# 2R
B. Authority 4

Another critical motive to adorning the gospel is to know the authority of its call; it
comes from Christ.

EREEELHE NEN—EREENDERE MESEFAHNENR , SREEERN,

2 times our text highlights the sovereign authority of Christ: we request and exhort you
in the Lord Jesus (v1) and commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord
Jesus. (v2)

BANEXMREHE T EERBEMNER . "RAFZZHEHRREM. BRM (F—
g) M "RABEHRERMFRAMTESS, (F2H)

An essential element of motive is constraint of duty; it is feeling compelled to duty; it is
being convinced of duty.

BRN—ELENTERREENOR ; RR2BUNENEEIR ; RRHREENES

By the way we can be sure that “authority” is an important element of motive since as
we pointed out already, Paul appeals to the divine basis of the ethical calling no less
than 8 times in 2 chapters.

15



T, RATUEE , "BW. R -—EEENRE , AARGEMACEELY , RE
MFBEREEFANHERR K EF2EPHREFT8RZZ,

The emphatic stress Paul repeatedly placed upon the authority of the call to action
tells us that being convinced of the authority of the call is essential to its performance.

RERNNEA , EEHE TTHR, WNFEARERERLE  EGHEM , BEEAFEN
BN HERFAR—HEENS,

We need to be persuaded of Christ’s authority; Paul refers to Him twice in 2 verses
as the “Lord Jesus.”

BMFERRREAREENEN ; REEF28FMXA "EHER, REIEER,

Jesus is Lord; He is God---and therefore He has a right to command me and He has
authority to issue commands and duties.

BH®EE , wE4—REL  #wAEIGSE , YEHAERBRHaSNERMEE

Since Jesus has bought me and paid for me with His precious blood He has a_right to
command me; HE has a right to my allegiance; He has a right to call me to moral action.

HA , BHAMNENERTRM , wEEMNSSRM , AR ERBEMYLEH ;
RN ARMEERE LITHN,

Paul means for this call to sound urgent: you are already walking---BUT---EXCELL
STILL MORE!

FRENSIREEEFELBEHESY  RACKEETHRT —EBER—ERTHER
=

Embracing the authority of the call is a critical motive of obedience because it will
compel us to do what we don’t naturally want to do.

HREEFENERRIERN —EREENDHE  RAESRERMEMEMAEREAT
EEMNE,

Finally we have.. REBRMERE . EEHWEH
C. Gospel grace

16



We need to be persuaded that an essential motive to adorning the gospel comes to
those who have experienced the saving grace and power of the gospel and the
testimony to that is on the surface of the text: finally then brothers!

EPEEWERE, FERIEHE W—EEENEHK K RHERARELERREIEIN
REWEEMEBEHENA  BYWAFREMEBTE—H . KXR: "H72M! REEF
=R

The call comes to “brothers” ---to those who have experienced grace; who have had
the word of God come in power and in the Holy Spirit and full conviction; who have
been granted repentance unto life to turn from idolatry to serving the living God.

EEFENHRE "5 M. HPLECREEBEHDA ; BECKEFZEENEEF
METHNGE , TATERENA ; FLEEREB TIBABLERHA , REBEEZEIRS
KEHHB Ao

What is more the call comes with the knowledge that it can only be fulfilled by the
help of the Lord as Paul instructs us in how he prays for the Thessalonians: may the
Lord cause you to increase and abound.

ZH0, EEFAHARARE  AEEETAMAEREINESTRER , EREHKERM
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You see the great motive to take up this call is not just that we have received gospel
grace it is also that God continues to give grace to will and to do according to His
good pleasure when we seek it of Him in prayer.
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So as we hear this call to “abound more” let us say in our hearts: Lord command what
you will and grant what you command.
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May God strengthen us to commit ourselves to these motives: knowledge, authority,
and gospel grace.
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